PO. Box 23005 SantaAna, Ca 92711-3005 October, 2004

M eetings:

Club Meeting

October 28, 2004

DoubleTree Hotel

100 The City Drive

Orange

6:15 pm - Wet Fly

7:15 pm - Dinner

Dinner and Program - $20 Cash
Program Only - $10 Cash

$2 Fee for Credit Cards

Board Meeting
November 4, 2004
Phoenix Club

1340 S. Sanderson
Anaheim

7:00 pm

All club members are
Welcome.

Insidethis|ssue:

This Month's Meeting pl

Future Programs p6
President's Message p2
Big Fish p2/6
2004 Outings p3
Fly Fishing Fair p3
Conservation p4
OC Steelhead p4
Agnew Meadows p5

2004 Annual Club Auction!
Thursday, October 28
6:00pm

Morethan 100 items such as:

Fly Fishing Packages

Top Name Fly Fishing Gear

Custom Tied Flies, Fly tying materials and tools
Books & videos

Artwork & decorator items

Plus much more!

Everyone is welcome (including non-members)

So bring your fly-fishing pals, family, co-workers, total strangers
and friends.

For more details about the auction, consult the auction catalog
(members will receive this viamail)
Or, check out the web site www.ffcoc.org
or call JimWright @ 714 679-6638

Note: FFCOC is a hon-profit organization, so your auction purchase may be tax deductible.
Consult your tax advisor.
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President's M essage
By Debra Ashby

Auction time is finally here! You won’'t want to miss this year’s auction.
Jim Wright has been toiling away all year, and thanks to many of you, his
efforts have resulted in a fantastic array of items. Bring your friends, fam-
ily, co-workers, personal trainers, parole officers, etc., because there will be
something for everyone. There will be a silent auction, followed by alive
auction. Charlene’s bucket raffleisalso a“don’'t miss’ feature of the club’s
annual auction.

This just in! The F.F.C.O.C. Board has listened to your comments about
our meeting location and has taken action. Starting in November, we will
be moving back to the Phoenix Club. There is a new banquet manager at
Phoenix Club who is very interested in keeping us happy. The cost of the
meal is now much better, so the meal price will stay at $20. There will be
more details in the November newsletter, so stay tuned.

We need you! Jim Wright islooking for Board members for next year. |If
you have ideas for improving the club’s programs and activities, please
give Jm a cal. He is seeking volunteers for nearly every position.
Whether you are a new member or one of the “old timers,” your input is
essential.

Next month is the President’s outing. Lots of people signed up at the
September meeting for this weekend outing on the Kern River. The dates
are November 5-7. If you haven't signed up yet, please do so at the club
meeting, or send me an e-mail, so | can give you al of the details. I'll be
bringing steaks, chicken and other goodies to the Saturday night barbecue.
The club can’'t buy alcohol (blame the insurance folks), so you'll need to
bring your own. This outing is always fun, and the fishing is usually chal-
lenging, but productive, too.

See you at the auction!

Mike Neesley Catches Big
Brown on Beaver head!

Mike caught this excellent Brown
while participating in the club’s trip to
Southwestern Montana this summer. There
were many large fish caught but thisis a su-
per one. Congratulations to Mike!
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Future Outings

November 5-7, 2004
Presidents’ Outing
Debra Reed |

November 20-21, 2004 . i S o
FFF Fly Fishing Fair The Federation of Fly Fishers Southwest Council will be holding its 2004

Conclave & Educational Fair on Saturday and Sunday, November 20 and
21. Show hours are Saturday 9a.m.-6p.m., Sunday 9a.m.-3p.m. The
venue for our 2004 show is the Anaheim Paims Corporate Center in a
huge, 25,000 square feet meeting room. The Center islocated at 2431
West La Palma Avenue, Anaheim, CA 92801. About one mile from Bob
Marriott’s Fly Fishing Store, who is co-sponsoring the event.

December 2004
Happy Holidays!

We're adding celebrities every day, with speaking, casting and fly-tying
demonstrations from Dave and Emily Whitlock, Dave Hughes,_Rick Hafele, Sage rod designer_Jerry
Siem, international fly-fishing couple Marika and Alberto Salvini, spey-casting expert_Simon
Gaweswor th and many, many more. We're adding more fly-tyers to demonstrate their craft.

Planning a trip? We'll have lodges and outfitters from Alaska, Montana, Mexico, Costa Rica and
other dream destinations to answer your questions and help you plan your trip of alifetime!

The move to this new location, The Corporate Center, allows us to greatly expand our floor space.
For 2004, we're adding a third giant casting pond, and three seminar rooms for speakers, lodge presenta-
tions and demonstrations.

The South West Council/Federation of Fly Fishers will host a silent auction where you can bid on
fabulous gear generously donated by our vendors. Food will be available, and a huge, wooded lawn—a per-
fect spot for a picnic, surrounds the Conference Center!

Admittance to the Fair is $5.00 per person (kids under 12 are free), with proceeds benefiting the

Federation. This is your invitation to join us in making this the biggest and best fly fishing-only show in
Southern Californial See you at the Fair!

" # $ %& 1

We are seeking club membersto help staff positions such as ticket takers, pond/equipment monitors,
set up and take down, etc. Theses shifts are typically 4 hours, can be done on Saturday or Sunday, either as
amorning shift or afternoon shift. Set up for the Conclave will be on Friday the 19", therefore volunteers
would need to be present then.

We are going to have some great speakers and tiers, a women'’s fly fishing program, casting work-
shops and more, but we need your help to make it a success. Remember thisis“your” Conclave.

Those interested in volunteering, please contact Bob Middo 310-798-2009 or threemiddos@aol.com
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Conservation

Clean-up Project The FFCOC will be assisting Trout Unlimited and the Department of Parks & Recrea-
tion in the Clean-up of San Mateo Creek. The date is October 23, 2004. The event is scheduled from 8:15
to noon. Bring work gloves, loppers (if available) water and a snack. Meet in the Surfer’s Parking lot, next
to Carl’s Jr. on El Camino Real. Thisisright off the 5 Freeway at the Christianitos exit. Contact Audrey
Williams for more details (949) 551-1123.

San Joaguin River State and Federa regulatory agencies are require that dam operations on the San Joa
quin River be altered to improve the numbers of returning salmon and steelhead. The modifications include
increased flows and consistent water temperature in water released by the dams.

Recreational fishing may impact marine fishery stocks A study by Dr. Felicia Coleman of Florida State
University reported that recreational fishing represents 4% of the total marine catch within US waters. The
National Marine Fisheries Service had claimed recreational fishing accounted for only 2% of the total catch.
The Florida State study |ooked at specific species where restrictions in commercial fishing arein place. In
these situations the recreational anglers represent up to 95% of the catch. The remaining 5% being inciden-
tal catch in commercia operations.

Snake River Protection The EPA has set new water quality standards for a portion of the Snake River to
improve water conditions for fish and wildlife. The standards include reduction in sediments, phosphorus
and lowering water temperatures in the stream.

NM FS Takes Position Supportive of OC Seelhead!
By John Nichols

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has taken a strong position in favor of South Orange
County steelhead in comments on the EIR for Rancho Mission Vigo’s planned devel opment alongside San
Juan Creek. Their letter (now posted on our web site ffcoc.org) to the County of Orange states “the draft
EIR does not acknowledge the existence of steelhead trout” in South Orange County watersheds and conse-
guently “the document does not accurately characterize the status of steelhead or adequately assess any pro-
ject impacts to steelhead and their habitat ... which lies within the boundaries of the Federally endangered
Southern California steelhead Evolutionary Significant Unit (ESU).” The letter further states “NOAA Fish-
eries has sufficient evidence to believe that the amount and quality of habitat in the San Juan Creek and
Trabuco Creek watersheds is capable of supporting steelhead, and in fact has done so within recent years.” ;
and “Given the low numbers of steelhead in Southern California, and the small number of Orange County
streams open to the ocean which contain O.mykiss (rainbow trout) and satisfactory trout habitat, San Mateo
Creek, San Juan Creek, and Arroyo Trabuco may be essential to the survival and recovery of steelhead in
the southern portion of the Southern California ESU’ s range.

Interestingly, the letter notes that NMFS has recently proposed to extend protection to all resident
as well as anadromous (steelhead) rainbow trout below impassible barriers open to the ocean in this ESU.
Clearly, thiswill help steelhead since fisherman have no way of knowing resident rainbows from steelhead
and protections for al trout will enhance habitat protection. CA DFG has aready complied with this re-
quest.

The NMFS comments also explain the current status of Southern California steelhead and are ex-
plicit in describing details that the EIR should provide on how the project will affect steelhead and their
habitat. The comment’ overall effect supports and reinforces EIR comments also submitted by the club’s
Board of Directors in which it was requested that the EIR recognize steelhead as a planning species and
listed specific project actions needed to avoid adverse habitat impact.
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Agnew M eadows—San Joaquin River Trip
Enjoyed by All Who Participated

The club’s trip to Devil’s Postpile in September was lots of fun for the 20 club members who par-
ticipated. The camp site and food planned by streamkeeper Audrey Williams was super and club members
enjoyed the nightly campfires. Thanks to Audrey for afine outing!
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Future Programs

October 28, 2004
Jim Wright
F.F.C.O.C. 2004 Auction.

November 18, 2004
Charles Jardine

From the Beginning:

The History of Fly Fishing

December 16, 2004
Ken Hanley
Saltwater Stripers.

SSV1O 1SdI4

Who NeedsA Bigger Net?

(Seeinside for answer.)



