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Meetings: 
 
Club Meeting 
March 25, 2004 
Phoenix Club 
1340 S. Sanderson 
Anaheim 
6:15 pm - Wet Fly 
7:15 pm - Dinner 
$25 Cash, $27 Credit Card 
 
Board Meeting 
April 1, 2004 
DoubleTree Hotel 
100 The City Drive 
Orange 
7:00 pm 
All club members are 
Welcome. 
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All across the U.S there are insect hatches on certain bodies of water 
that have taken on almost legendary status.  For instance, the spring cicada 
hatches on Utah’s Green River.  Another example is the enormous summer 
and fall midge hatches on our own Lake Crowley.  There are many others 
that are of merit, but there is one that stands alone apart from the rest.  The 
mere mention of it can cause many a fly fisherman near instant abandon-
ment of family and friends in pursuit of this hatch the moment news of its 
occurrence gets out.  What is this hatch you say?  Can you say - salmon flies 
in Montana!  
 

Yes, this month our topic for the general meeting will be a discus-
sion of the near mythical salmon fly hatches of Western Montana.  Every 
spring from May to the end of June, hatches of these large bugs cause what 
would normally be cautious trout to lose nearly all self-control.  Fishing can 
be truly epic at times. 
 

This month we are welcoming back a long time friend to many of us 
in Southern California - Greg L illy.  Greg is going to share with us what he 
would call his personal passion of fishing the salmon fly hatch.  Combine 
that with his 35 years of guiding and outfitting in Montana, we couldn’ t ask 
for a better speaker to tell us about it.  He describes his presentation as cov-
ering the salmon fly hatch as it occurs in Montana from May through the 
end of June.  In particular he will cover the hatch on the Big Hole River 
(June) and the Madison River (end of June).  He will also include particulars 
such as timing during the year, timing during the day, and aspects of dry 
verses nymph. 
 

Greg comes to us with a long fly-fishing pedigree to his name.  His 
father is the famous Bud Lilly of West Yellowstone fame.  Greg once oper-
ated a fly shop in Orange County where many of us first met him.  He is a 
former sales manager of Winston Rod Company and for many years has 
been among the most well respected guides in the Montana area.  For the 
last 9 years he and his wife Janet have operated one of Montana’s premier 
lodges – Healing Waters Lodge in Twin Bridges, MT. (www.flyfishing-inn-
montana.com). 
 

You really don’ t want to miss this true gentleman of the sport.  
Please come and join us. 
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President's Message 
By Debra Reed 

 

March will be a busy month for the FFCOC.  First, we'll have the 
"Masters of the Range of Light" seminar with Kevin Peterson and Kent Ri-
anda on Saturday March, 20th. You won't want to miss this opportunity to 
spend a day learning about fly fishing the Eastern Sierras from these well-
known and experienced professionals.  The following week, we'll have Greg 
Lilly as our speaker at the dinner meeting.  The knowledge you'll gain from 
these two events should definitely get you off to a great start for your spring 
fly fishing adventures. 
  

Don't forget to take photos of your catches so you can be featured in 
the FFCOC newsletter like Bob Stafford was last month!   Any articles you 
would like to submit for the newsletter would be welcome, too.  

   

Reminder:  We will be moving our dinner meeting to the Doubletree 
Hotel in Orange in May. It's near the corner of Chapman and State College. 
Holding the past few board meetings there has allowed the board to become 
familiar with this facility. We look forward to the club meetings to be held 
there. One of the advantages of the Doubletree will be lower cost and the 
savings will be passed along to the membership. (See below.) 

 
See you at the seminar and dinner meeting! 

March Board Meeting Summary 
 

 The Board Meeting was held on March 4 as planned at the Double-
tree Hotel in Orange. Significant agenda items included: 
 
·  Prices for club meetings at the DoubleTree were set as follows: 

Meeting and dinner - $20 ($5 less).   
Meeting only - $10 (Prior $5 fee has not been enforced recently) 
Charge for credit cards - $2 (No change)     

 
·  The club has 167 paid members for 2004 as of the end of February. 
Membership applications must be in by March to be included in the 2004 
Roster. 
·  The club has purchased an overhead projector for future speakers who 
have electronic versions of their presentations. (They’ ll need to bring their 
own laptop computer.) 
·  Planning for both the Conservation Auction (April) and the Club's Fall 
Auction (October) is on track. If you have donations, contact Dave Long and 
Jim Wright, respectively. 
·  Volunteers are needed to help with the March 20 educational seminar - 
contact Terry Imlay.  
·  The club needs to move it's web page to a new provider. If you have 
connections that would provide the service at a good price, please contact 
Mike Kosmides. 
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2004 Outings 
 
 

Apr il 15-18  
San Juan River, New Mexico 
Jim Dey 
 
May 1                   
FFCOC Casting Clinic 
Mason Park, Irvine  
Rick Umbarger  
 

May/June  
Monache Meadows  
Curt Clark 
 

June 11-14  
Rock Creek   
Mike Kosmides 
 
June 24-27 
Green River, Utah 
Bill Pauli 
 

July 16-19  
Hot Creek Ranch  
John Williams 
 

August  1-8  
Twin Bridges, Montana  
Rich Fanning 
 

August 19-22  
Bubbs’  Creek Pack Trip  
Rick Umbarger 
 

September  10-12  
San Joaquin River, Mammoth 
Audrey Williams 
 

September  18-19  
Double Haul Tournament  
Terry Imlay 
 

October  11-15  
Redding, CA - 5 Rivers Guided 
Dave Long 
 

November  5-7  
Presidents’  Outing  
Debra Reed 
 

December   
Happy Holidays! 

The San Juan River  
Apr il 15-18 

 

This years outing to the San Juan River in New Mexico has been set 
for April 15-18th. The club has reserved 6 rooms at Abes' Motel and Fly 
Shop for our members.  The San Juan is a world class tail water and fishes 
well year round.  The river holds some very large trout, and is very accessible 
for wade fisherman.  Guides are helpful to get oriented, but otherwise if you 
have sound basic fly fishing skills they are generally not 
needed.  Streamkeeper Jim Dey and Outings Chair Rick Umbarger will be 
happy to assist any club members with proper rigging and technique to catch 
fish on this superb water. This outing is booking fast!  For additional infor-
mation or to reserve your spot contact streamkeeper Jim Dey at 909-850-
1301. 

Casting Clinic Set For May 1 
 

 This years casting clinic will be held on Saturday, May 1st at Mason 
Park in Irvine, 9:00 am to noon.  A free pizza lunch will be provided follow-
ing the clinic. This is a great opportunity for members new to fly fishing to 
get some "on the water" help with their casting and technique. And, for our 
more seasoned members to dust off their rods and exercise their casting 
arms.  The event is free for all members and their guests. For info contact 
Rick Umbarger at 714-647-7933. See you there! 

Green River Tr ip Now Open to Reservations 
June 24-27 

 

 The club outing to the Green River in Utah is just around the corner. 
This is prime time on the Green, and sure to be a fish filled outing.  For addi-
tional information or to reserve a spot, contact streamkeeper, Bill Pauli at 
949-854-9122. 

  Pack Tr ip to Bubb's Creek, Aug. 19-22 
 

 The August trip into Junction Meadows of Bubb's Creek is confirmed.  
We will be departing from Kings Canyon pack station on the morning of Au-
gust 9th and riding in 8 miles on horseback, with our gear being hauled in for 
us on mules.  The packer will then return on Sunday morning August 22 to 
pick us up. If you like pack trips or have ever considered a pack trip you 
won't want to miss this one.  

 

Bubb's Creek has a large population of surprisingly large fish.  Ric 
Umbarger and past president Jim Dey have day hiked into the lower reaches 
of the upper river each of the past two years and caught fish averaging 12 to 
14 inches with several over 15 inches.  They fished exclusively with attractor 
dry flys and caught fish at a rate of about 6 fish per hour.  If this sounds good 
to you, call Rick Umbarger at (714) 647-7933 days, or (714) 897-1416 eve-
nings.  If you would like to go and don't have camping equipment Ric can  
help you arrange anything you might need. 
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If paying Fly Fishers Club of Orange County or Federation of Fly Fishers, just fold and return in an envelope to: 
Fly Fishers Club of Orange County, P.O. Box 23005, Santa Ana, CA., 92711-3005 
Or turn in the form at a club meeting. 
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Speakers for 2004 
 
March 25   
Greg Lilly   
Unraveling the mysteries  
of the Salmon fly hatch. 
 
Apr il 22   
Dr. Robert Behnke  
Native Trout. 
 
May 27   
Charles Meck   
Hatches Made Simple. 
 
June 24   
Shane Kohlbeck  
Fly Fishing Northern  
California Waters. 
 
July 22   
Steve Able   
Long Range Salt Water  
Fly Fishing. 
 
August 26   
Distant Waters   
New Zealand Fly Fishing. 
 
September  23   
John Duncan   
Fly Fishing Telluride. 
 
October  28   
Jim Wright   
F.F.C.O.C. 2004 Auction. 
 
November  18   
Charles Jardine  
From the Beginning: 
The History of Fly Fishing 
 
December  16   
Ken Hanley   
Saltwater Stripers 

Trout In The Classroom 
By Floyd Sabins 

 

FFCOC and a number of other fly fishing 
clubs conduct TIC programs for schools in 
their areas. The program is offered to grades 3 
through high school and it is a part of the Sci-
ence Curriculum in several Districts. By ob-
serving the life cycle of rainbow trout, students 
gain hands-on experience with conservation 
and the environment.  

 

 Teachers attend a training course to learn 
how to set up and operate the aquarium and 
water chiller for incubating and rearing the 
trout and to receive and understand the curricu-
lum materials for instructing their pupils 
 

 The California Department of Fish and 
Game (DFG) provides fertilized eggs which TIC volunteers deliver to the 
school.  We explain the hatchery process to each class. The students then ob-
serve and make notes on the hatching and development of the trout. 
 

 TIC volunteers visit the school to demonstrate entomology, fly casting 
and fly tying. An emphasis is placed on using barbless hooks and catch and 
release.  
 

 When the trout reach fingerling stage TIC volunteers escort a school field 
trip to local waters where the students release their trout in waters that are 
approved by DFG, which treats TIC as an educational program rather than a 
stocking program. Nevertheless we suspect that some of the fish at our re-
lease site in the West Fork of the San Gabriel are alumni of TIC. 
   

 TIC expenses are paid by generous donations from club members and by 
occasional grants that we obtain from funding agencies. 
 

 Volunteers are always needed to participate in this rewarding experience. 
TIC veterans accompany new volunteers, so no experience is needed. For 
more information contact: 
 Jim Wright      714-754-6299  jrwright@earthlink.net 
 Ken Reed    714-505-4066  argoken@comcast.net 
 Floyd Sabins    714-879-4367  ffsabins@adelphia.net 

In the News 
 

      The Reno Fly Shop, who donated a trip to the club auction last October, informs us the peak period for 
fishing for Lahontan Cutthroats on Pyramid Lake is now thru April. These fish can be huge! If you're 
looking for an early season fishing opportunity, give them a call at  775 825-3474. 
 

       The annual Fisherman's Spot Fly Fishing Festival will be held on Sunday, March 28. This free event 
will be 10am-4pm. The Fisherman's Spot is located at 14411 Burbank Blvd. in the San Fernando Valley. 
 

       A new fly shop, the Kern River  Troutfitters, has been opened in Kernville by Guy and Raquel Jeans. 
They can be found at 11301 Kernville Rd. in Kernville. 
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FIRST CLASS 
Conservation 

 

Conservation Auction  The annual auction/raffle supporting the Club’s conservation program is 
scheduled for April 22nd.  See the February Newsletter for preliminary details. (More next month.) 
 

Conservation Meeting Announcement  A FFCOC Conservation Committee meeting is scheduled 
for April 12, 2004 at 6:45 PM.  The meeting will be held at the Duck Club facility located at the Irvine 
Ranch Water District property. The meeting will be held in conjunction with the South Coast Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited’s Board meeting.  The group will discuss local conservation topics and there will be a pre-
view of many of the auction items. 
 

Summary of Conservation Activities and Events:  Our conservation committee continues its 
many projects and activities. A detailed report is available in the on-line version of this newsletter. Go to 
the club web site at www.ffcoc.org for this expanded report. Here is a brief update: 

The San Gabr iel Mountain Regional Conservancy’s Environmental Roundtable has scheduled 
a discussion of the Fisheries of the San Gabriel River system at its April 12th meeting.  For more informa-
tion, contact Rick Thomas (626.794.2480 / rictho@earthlink.net) or Ann Croissant (626.335.1771 / glcrois-
sant@csupomona.edu). 
 Jim Edmondson of CalTrout reports a significant victory for Southern California wild trout was won 
February 26 when the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) made a “ cr itical habitat”  designation for  
the Santa Ana sucker . Although now extirpated from over 75% of their historic range, the most significant 
population of the Santa Ana sucker is in the West Fork San Gabriel River below Cogswell Dam. The long-
awaited critical habitat designation follows a prior Service listing of  the sucker as a threatened species in 
1999, and provides added protections for wild rainbow trout from adverse suction dredging, ORV abuse 
and habitat degradation. 


